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IV. — Abbreviations in Latin Papyri 
By Dr. HENRY BARTLETT VAN HOESEN 

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 

A list of abbreviations drawn up, incidentally to a study of 
Roman Cursive Writing, from such dated papyri as were 
accessible, offers a few points of interest in connection with 
the classification of abbreviations as by suspension or by con- 
traction. 1 

Traube finds reasons for dating the contracted nomina 
sacra in the early fourth century, 2 the adjective scs in the 
fifth, 8 and other words of most frequent occurrence, especially 
in ecclesiastical or legal language, in the fifth and sixth 
centuries. 4 

The papyri extant from the first four centuries, conform- 
ing to Traube's observations, show abbreviation only by 
suspension 5 or sign. 6 

The final letter of the suspension is sometimes doubled, 7 
generally to indicate plural. 8 

1 Cp. Paoli, C, Le Abbreviature nella Paleografia Latina del medio evo ; Cap- 
pelli, Dizionario di Abbreviature Latine ed Italiane ; Thompson, E. M., Intro- 
duction to Greek and Latin Palaeography; esp. Traube, L., "Das Alter des 
Codex Romanus des Vergil" (in Strena Helbigiana, p. 307-314); Id., "Perrona 
Scottorum " (in Sitzungsber. d. philos. u. d. histor. Classe d. kgl. bayer. Akad. d. 

Wiss. 1900, Heft 4, esp. p. 497 ff.); Id., Nomina Sacra. 

2 I.e. before Jerome's Vulgate. Further, for the contractions XPS, DS, IHS, 
SPS, DMS, and DNS, inscriptions of the fourth and early fifth centuries (c. 366- 
423) may be cited — Nomina Sacra, p. 138. 

3 Cp. CIL, viii, 8634, a.d. 440. 

1 Cp. the Notae Lugdunenses, ed. Mommsen, Th., in Notarum Laterculi, in 
Keil's Grammatici Latini, IV. 

6 Eg. K(alendas), a(ssis), s(emis), and praenomina (in Wessely, Schrifttafeln, 
no. I, and Oxyrhynchus Papyri, no. 737; again, the suspension consisting of 
more than the one initial letter, Aug(uslas), serv(us), etc. (//. cc); or those 
lacking only the last syllable, chiefly case endings, textor(es) (OxyrA. 1022), 
dext(ra), sinistr(o) (OxyrA. 1022), etc. 

6 Eg. y (centurio or centuria), $ (obiii) (Wessely, no. 8); III (trieris) 
(B. M. 229); X {denarius), T (in toto) (B. M. 1196). 

7 Eg. eximm (eximaginifer) (Berlin. 7428). 

8 Eg. dd nn (OxyrA. 720) and, curiously, easdd kail (Wessely, 17-18). 
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The earliest abbreviation by contraction is sped (speculamf) 
in a Vatican Papyrus (Marini, / Papiri Diplomatici, no. 73, 
a.d. 444), the earliest of the " Ravenna Papyri." Other con- 
tractions occur in the papyri more or less post-dating this : 

Xprm (decemprimus), Naples (Marini, 83), a.d. 489, and 
later {e.g. Ravenna (Marini, 95), a.d. 639). 

scae (sanctae), in papyrus whose present location is unknown 
(Marini, 84), a.d. 491; similarly see, Naples (Marini, 119), c. 
551 a.d.; sc, Vatican (Marini, 75), a.d. 575; set, seta, etc., 
Vatican (Marini, 87) a.d. 556-569; saeta, Ravenna (Marini, 
95), a.d. 639. 

scl (scolaris, sckolaris), in papyrus of uncertain location 
(Marini, 84), a.d. 491 ; again, Florence (Marini, 138, 139), 
a.d. 510, and Ravenna (Marini, 95), a.d. 639. 

Ad, hkdes, khbus (Aeredem, etc.), Vienna (Marini, 113), a.d. 
504; also hhbs, B. M. add. ms. 5412, a.d. 572; and hhdibus, 
Vatican (Marini, 122), a.d. 591. 

qd (quod), Vienna (Marini, 113), a.d. 504. 

pp. (properly a syllabic suspension for perpetuus), ibid. 

ql (quinquennalis), Vatican papyri (Marini, 115, 116), a.d. 
540 ; also the partially syllabic suspension qq, Vatican (Marini, 
114), c. 546 a.d. 

qs (quos), Florence (Marini, 117), a.d. 541. 

sse (suprascripte or suprascriptae), ibid., a.d. 541 ! also sso, 
ssti, sstam, sstorum, sstis, Vatican (Marini, 114), c. 546 a.d.; 
and sstrum, B. M. add. ms. 5412, a.d. 572. 

dl m (dolum malum), Vatican (Marini, 114), c. 546 a.d. 

v strn {yir strenuus), ibid. 

Ravs (Ravennatis), Naples (Marini, 119), c. 551 a.d.; also 
Ravtent, Vatican (Marini, 75), a.d. 575. 

sblu (?) 9 , Venice, S. Giorgio dei Greci (Marini, 86), a.d. 

553- 

ms (metis), Ravenna (Marini, 140), a.d. 557. 
comt (comitiacus), Vatican (Marini, 79), a.d. 556-557; also 
comtcus, B. M. add. ms. 5412, a.d. 572. 

scrn (scriniarius), Paris (Marini, 80), a.d. 565. 

9 Probably for the suspension suit, although Marini, I.e., note 29, compares it 
with sit, which he cites from an inscription in Ravenna. 
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supdta (supradicta), ibid. 

monitr \monitarii), B. M. add. ms. 5412, a.d. 572. 

scl (sacrarum largitionutn ?), ibid. 

rg (rogatarius ?), Paris (Marini, 74), a.d. 552-575. 

elm (clamatorf), ibid. 

prb (praesbiter), Monza, Cathedral (Marini, 143), c. 604 a.d. 

u ru {vir reverendus ?), Vatican (Marini,. 94), a.d. 625. 

cann (either contraction or pluralized suspension for 
canonum), Ravenna (Marini, 95), a.d. 639. 

In the cases of many of these words, abbreviation by sus- 
pension persists : 

With xprm cp. xprim, Ravenna (Marini, 95), a.d. 639. 

More common than scl is scol or schol, e.g. Ravenna 
(Marini, 95), a.d. 639. 

Beside hd, etc., cp. the pluralized suspension hh, e.g. 
Florence (Marini, 117), a.d. 541, and Vatican (Marini, 79), 
a.d. 556-557- 

v strn is unusual; cp. st, e.g. Ravenna (Marini, 140), a.d. 
557, and Paris (Marini, 74), a.d. 552-575, etc. 

One example of dl m is balanced by dol m, Vatican and 
Padua (Marini, 123), c. 616-619 A - D - 

Ravs and Ravtem are irregular beside Rav, Venice (Marini, 
86), a.d. 553, and Ravenna (Marini, 95), 639 a.d., etc. 

Contemporaneous with comt is com, Ravenna (Marini, 140), 
a.d. 557. 

scrn and serin occur together at a late date, Ravenna 
(Marini, 95), a.d. 639. 

prb is probably only late; cp. praesb, Naples (Marini, 119), 
c. 551 A.D. 

Further, certain other common contractions are conspicu- 
ously lacking : 

E.g. dominus noster is abbreviated d n ; cp. dd nn {domini 
nostri), Ravenna (Marini, 95), a.d. 639; similarly eccl(esia), 
ibid.; subd{iaconus), Vatican (Marini, 94), a.d. 625; episc- 
(opus), Paris (Marini, 74), a.d. 552-575 ; etc. 

The brevity, then, of the list of the contractions used to the 
exclusion of suspensions and the exclusive use of suspension 
in abbreviating some of the words most frequently used, serve 
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to illustrate the slowness with which the method of abbrevia- 
tion by contraction made its way. 

Similarly, abbreviation marks became specialized very 
slowly. The mark, when occurring in the earliest papyri, is 
a point, 10 sometimes an angle, 11 sometimes an overline, 12 which 
is, later, sometimes joined to final stroke in a hook. 13 

An oblique stroke across the final letter occurs first in the 
last of the fourth century 14 and, at about the same time, the 
sign 3, 15 which is more often attached to the last letter in a 
downward curve. 16 

From the fifth century on, all of these marks, except, possi- 
bly, the angle, are used ; not yet with special significations, 
but, apparently, more according to the convenience of the 
writer, 17 the determining factors being, often, the positions of 
the final stroke of the abbreviation and the initial of the 
following word. 

10 E.g. Oxyrh. 1022 (A.D. IU3), Berlin, 7124 (a.d. 131), Berlin, 7428 (a.d. 
140), B. M. 229 (A.D. 166), Oxyrh. 1 1 14 (a.d. 237), Oxyrh. 720 (a.d. 247), 
Wessely, 19 (a.d. 396). 

11 B. M. 229 (a.d. 166), B. M. 1 196 (a.d. 176-186). 

12 B. M. 482 (a.d. 130), Berlin, 7124 (a.d. 131), Wessely, 16 (a.d. 317), 
Leipzig, 530 (A.D. 344 ?), Leipzig, 65 (A.D. 390). 

13 Wessely, 17-18 (A.D. 398), Cairo, 10482 (A.D. 403 ?). 

14 Leipzig, 65 (a.d. 390), Wessely, 19 (a.d. 396), Wessely, 17-18 (a.d. 398), 
Wessely, 21 (c. 398 a.d.), Cairo, 10482 (a.d. 403 ?), Wessely, 26 (c. 436 a.d. ?). 

15 Wessely, 25 (a.d. 400 ?), Wessely, 26 (c. 436 a.d. ?), Wessely, 27 (a.d. 562). 

16 Wessely, 21 (c. 398 A.D.), Marini, 117 (a.d. 541), etc. 

17 In addition to the Mss. cited above, cp., ^..Vatican papyrus (Marini, 114, 
c. 546 A.D.) ; Naples (Marini, 119, c. 551 A.D.), etc. 



